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Visions and goals 
• Ensuring unique facilities for cattle research.
• Accomplishing experiments to the benefit of the cattle industry
  and soceity. 
• Ensuring an efficent dissemination of research results.
• To be an attractive and international research centre.
• Ensuring international contacts to the research world.

Cattle Research 
Centre
The Danish Cattle Research Centre (DKC) is part of Aarhus University in 
Foulum and is run for the purpose of both intensive and practice-oriented 
experiments . DKC is equipped with ultra-modern state-of-the-art facilities 
for cattle research and is frequently used by researchers, companies and 
other stakeholders.

The Danish Cattle Research Centre (DKC) belongs under the 
Department of Animal Science at Aarhus University. DKC includes 
unique and state-of-the-art research faclities for dairy cows, cal-
ves and young animals with a main focus on the accomplishment 
of various research and development projects. 
Centre projects are accomplished with the participation of both 
national and international knowledge institutions, students and 
companies.
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Research areas 

The centre carries out research within the following areas: 

• Feeding   
• Reproduction  
• Health 
• Behaviour and welfare 
• Management og management tools 
• Quality of milk and meat - all with a major focus on  
  ensuring a sustainable food production that takes  
  animal health and welfare into consideration. 

Projects in relation to housing design, ventilation and clima-
te, ICT and other technical solutions relevant to production 
animals are also accomplished.

Research facilities and housing systems

• 240 dairy cows (Holstein)  plus calves
• Production-like barn facilities in which the cows can be 
  separated into 8 groups of 12 cows and 2 groups of 70 
  cows
• Milking barn with 2x12 ”side by side” and mechanical 
  room in the basement
• Computerised feeding troughs
• Protective barn facilities for cows around calving
• Flexible barn with dynamic and flexible facilites for studies 
  of new barn and housing systems
• Intensive barns with 4 climate chambers and  
  20 single house units for fistulated an mulit-catehterised 
  cows used in intesive studies 
The experimental cattle facilities are adapted to automatic 
data collection of all animals e.g.:
 • Feed intake and feeding behaviour 
 • Milk yield and milk properties 
 • Cow weight, activity and behaviour

Intensive barns with 20 
single house units for 
fistulated and multi-
catehterized cows.

Flexible barn with dyna-
mic and flexible facilites 
for studies of new barn 
and housing systems.

Intensive barn with cows in 
the four climate chambers.



 
About DKC
DKC is an organisational merger of the previous Danish Cattle Research Centre (KFC) and the cattle research activities at Aarhus 
University, Foulum. KFC was established in 2000 by the Danish farmers’ organisations. In 2019 it was handed over to Aarhus Uni-
versity. In 2019/2020 Aarhus University has built new unique research barns, which complement the KFC-facilities. 
The responsibility for the operation, development and completion of experiments and research at DKC is handled by Department 
of Animal Science, Aarhus University, who also run 400 ha. land for experimental feed production.

Visits
At the Danish Cattle Research Centre (DKC), we arrange visits for groups with special interests in livestock and cattle research.  

More information 
You can read more about DKC, the cattle research activities and the results on our webpage: www.dkc-foulum.dk. 
Also, you can follow us on:  
LinkedIn: ‘Aarhus University, Department of Animal Science’ 
Twitter: ‘Institut for Husdyrvidenskab, AU, @husdyrforskning’.

 
Contact 
Danish Cattle Research Centre, Burrehøjvej 49 / Blichers Alle, 8830 Tjele, Denmark 


